
 

 

News Flash 
SEPTEMBER 2011 

The mission of the STARS Community Partnership is 

to provide safe and orderly schools and support services for all students that enable them to reach their highest potential. 

Middle schools kick off OLWEUS! 
   This year, all RCPS middle schools are taking a stand against bullying by implementing 

the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program (OBPP). To garner support and enthusiasm for 

the program, each school has organized a dynamic kick-off event like the one pictured 

here at Davis Middle School. Students, faculty, staff, and community members come 

together to engage students and encourage one another to follow the OBPP four basic 

rules: 

1. We will not bully others. 

2. We will help students who are being bullied. 

3. We will try to include students who are being left out. 

4. If we know somebody is being bullied, we will tell and adult at home and an 

adult at school. 

   The program focuses on intervention at three levels -- schoolwide, classroom and 

individual. Students have class meetings each week to discuss issues linked to peer 

relations. MMS Assistant Principal Dr. Sheadric Barbra serves as system facilitator and 

certified trainer. He says, ñWe have really built a lot of momentum with the Olweus 

program across all four middle schools and feel that it is definitely having a positive 

impact.ò Each middle school has selected an OBPP lead representative: Zandra Hunter 

(CMS), Wayneshia Perrymond (DMS), Scott Clark (EMS), and Tresseler Byrd (MMS).  

   Statistics show how successful implementation of OBPP can reduce school bullying. 

Outcomes have included: 

¶ Fifty percent or more reductions in student reports of being bullied and bullying 

others 

¶ Significant reductions in student reports of general antisocial behavior such as 

school bullying, vandalism, school violence, fighting, theft, and truancy 

¶ Significant improvements in the classroom social climate as reflected in studentsô 

reports of improved order and discipline, more positive social relationships, and 

more positive attitudes toward schoolwork and school 

¶ Greater support for students who are bullied, and stronger, more effective 

interventions for students who bully. 

Photos from Conyers Middle School 

and Davis Middle School Kick-Off 

Events. 



 

 

 

Teen Leadership Summit: òIõm Possible!ó 

   On Saturday, September 10th, youth from Rockdale and 

Newton County joined together to learn how to promote 

positive behavior change in their schools and local communities. 

Sponsored by the STARS Community Partnership, GNR Health 

Department, Conyers First Baptist Church, and the Newton 

County Community Partnership, youth learned: facts about 

tobacco and marijuana, how the media manipulates facts to sell 

their products, and how to lead local prevention campaigns that 

increase community awareness of the dangers related to 

alcohol, tobacco, marijuana, and bullying. 

   The keynote speaker was Keith Brown who brought forth his 

popular message òIõm Possible!ó Mr. Brown discussed boosting 

creativity, solving challenges, and goal setting. With the help of 

STARS Project Manager Susan Paul Smith, students divided into 

small-group breakout sessions and devised social marketing 
campaigns to implement through the SADD chapters at their 

local schools. Dr. Cindy Morton, counselor at Salem High 

School, discussed peer pressure and nonviolent communication. 



 

 

 

MADD to offer Power of Parents training  

   ôTalk About Itõ has officially begun at Rockdale County High 

School! Every student in the building was given an opportunity to log 

on to the AnComm site and create his/her account. During the first 

week of the rollout, there were a total of 962 logins and 204 

messages. Of those, 189 messages were anonymous. Fifty-four 

percent of the messages were categorized as Thank you/Compliment. 

Here is what one student said: òThis a test , but Iõm delighted that I 

have a program that will help me in a variety of ways. I will make 

sure that I use this program when I need to. Thank-you.ó Following 

Thank You/Compliment, the three most popular categories were: 

Stress, Depression, and Bullying.  

   Davis Middle School began a similar rollout plan September 27th 

and Open Campus will sign up every student the second week in 

October. Each middle school and high school is working to develop 

individualized rollout plans. The school-level representatives plan to 
meet in October to exchange ideas and discuss best practices. 

   Did you know? 1 in 3 8th graders drinks alcohol; 1 in 5 teens binge drink; only 1 in 100 parents believe his or her 

child binge drinks; teen alcohol use kills about 6,000 people each year, more than all illegal drugs combined. Sobering 

statistics. In response, MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Drivers) has launched a program designed to train parents 

how to talk to their teens about the dangers of alcohol use. On November 9th, MADD representative Stephanie 

Kootsikas, will train RCPS faculty and staff volunteers to redeliver the 45-minute presentation. The training is 

sponsored by a federal grant to reduce alcohol use among teens. To sign up for the training, contact Rachael Long at 

rlong@rockdale.k12.ga.us. 

   Ms. Kootsikas also plans to work with school-level SADD chapters and parent liaisons and will serve as a presenter 

at the next Parent Academy in March 2012.  

Talk About It òRolls Outó at Middle & High Schools 

Brenda Tyler, DMS 



 

Boys & Girls Club Summer Program a Success! 

   During the summer, the STARS Community Partnership 

sponsored 23 students, making it possible for them to attend 

the Boys and Girls Club Summer Program. The students are 

currently receiving P&I services and were able to participate in 

the bullying prevention program, I Donõt Want to Be a Bully. The 

program was taught twice a week by RCPS P&I Specialists 

Michael Benjamin and Audrey Heyward. Students learned to 

identify bullying behavior in themselves and others. Ms. 

Heyward was pleased to observe students putting what they 

had learned into practice. She says, òWhile I was preparing for 

one of the groups over the summer, I overheard one of the 

young ladies say, ôDonõt exclude her from the group. That is 

wrong. Let her join in.õ When the student realized I was in the 

room, I complimented them, reminding them that excluding is a 

form of bullying.ó  
   Mr. Benjamin had similar thoughts: òI think the students 

enjoyed the lessons and benefited greatly from our sessions 

together. We connected with our students and solidified a 

relationship of support that has carried on to the school year. 

When I see students that we have worked with at the club at 

CMS, it is gratifying to see them using the information taught 

during the summer.ó 

       


