
The STARS Community Partnership sponsored Rockdale County 

Public Schoolõs first district-wide Cybersafety Workshop on May 9, 

2011, at Rockdale Career Academy. Approximately 60 people, 

including parents, students, community representatives, and staff, 

turned out to participate in this event. Topics included: sexting, 

cyber bullying, social networking, and cyber parenting (setting 

guidelines for your child). Roundtable discussions were facilitated 

by GBI Certified Cybersafety Presenters, Valerie Mitchell and Susan 

Chapman, RCPS Director of Community and Student Support April 

Fallon, RCPS Information Technology Specialist Donna Price, RCPS 

Counselor Melissa Keffer, and parent representative Jay Spencer. 

RCPS Attorney Jack Lance and STARS Project Specialist Rachael 

Long served as presenters. The following individuals served on the 

expert panel: Jack Lance, Lieutenant Mike Sellers of the Rockdale 

County Sheriffõs Department, web developer and business owner 

Clayton Ivey, and RCPS Information Technology Specialists, Donna 

Price and Michael Rotjan.  The expert panel answered audience 

questions and offered advice on a variety of topics. Answers to the 

Q&A will be available on the STARS website soon. 
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The mission of the STARS Community Partnership is 

to provide safe and orderly schools and support services for all students that enable them to reach their highest potential. 

Cybersafety Workshop a Success! 



 

 

Parent Academy to offer something for everyone 
RCPS Director of Community and Support Services April Fallon is thrilled that her plans 

for a district-level Parent Academy are becoming a reality. Fallon formed a planning task 

force made up of parents, RCPS staff, and community volunteers to coordinate the 

details of this event, which is scheduled for Saturday, August 20, at Rockdale Career 

Academy. Modeled after similar parent universities in Miami and Savannah, the RCPS 

Parent Academy will operate like a business conference, offering a variety of sessions 

throughout the day. Below is a tentative schedule and list of classes. 

All middle & high schools: òTalk About Itó  
Due to the success and positive feedback concerning the òTalk About Itó 

program in Conyers Middle School and Rockdale County High School, all 

middle and high schools will have access to this web-based anonymous 

messaging system in the upcoming school year. Hereõs what RCPS Social 

Worker Maggie Watkins had to say: òõTalk About Itõ has been a 

worthwhile investment. I have established some relationships with 

students that would not have otherwise been established. Without the 

anonymity several students that have contacted me would not have 

come out of the shadows to talk openly about their depression. I have 

been able to begin to build trusting relationships that I believe will last 

throughout these studentsõ high school careers. ôTalk About Itõ is truly a 

unique prevention program that I see as having tremendous value.ó 

Training will begin in the fall. Also, in collaboration with the Community 

Relations interns, Conyers Middle School students have created a Public 

Service Announcement that will be available for all schools to use in 

addition to the promotional materials provided by AnComm, the parent company of ôTalk 

About It.õ AnComm has submitted a proposal for review, and a final contract is forthcoming. 

 



 

 

Pre-K celebrates Month of the Young Child 
In honor of Month of the Young Child, 

Rockdale Early Learning Initiative (RELI) 

sponsored several events in the month of April.  

Members of RELI, along with other school 

personnel and Prevent Child Abuse Rockdale 

(PCAR), òplantedó 1,800 pinwheels on the lawn 

in front of the library in recognition of all the 

pledges made to prevent child abuse in 

Rockdale County. The faith-based luncheon was 

held on Tuesday, April 26, at the Corner 

Market Meeting Room. Eight local churches 

were honored for their support and dedication 

to families and children in our community. It 

was a great opportunity for RELI to share 

information with our faith-based population and 

invite them to be a part of the many initiatives 

in Rockdale County Public Schools. Susan Paul 

Smith spoke about the STARS Community 

Partnership and encouraged attendees to come 

to our Cybersafety Workshop on May 9 at 

RCA. April Fallon shared information about the 

mentoring program.  

Boys & Girls Club Summer Program 
The STARS Community Partnership is making it possible for 25 RCPS students to 

attend the Boys and Girls Club summer program. Students who are receiving P&I 

services are eligible to participate. The Boys and Girls Club will offer art, science, 

math, and sports activities in addition to field trips and other events. Lunch and 

snacks are provided.  

The Pre-K Transition Walk was a remarkable success! 

Approximately 500 preschool children walked from the old Maxell 

building on Parker Road, across the bridge into Old Town, and 

ended at the library. The Chic-fil-A cow greeted children as they 

arrived. Teachers òpickedó the pinwheels that had been òplantedó 

and distributed them to children as souvenirs. Every child wore a t-

shirt that said, òIõm ready for kindergarten!ó Private preschools 

participated in the event as well.  



 

 

 

Training middle school bullying prevention teams 
Dr. Sheadric Barbra, assistant principal at Memorial Middle School, led the first 

round of Olweus training at Rockdale Career Academy. Participants learned 

how to recognize bullying behavior, the risk factors associated with bullying, and 

how to intervene in various situations. Dr. Barbra used role-playing and 

icebreakers to help participants examine their own behavior in order to gain 

insight as to why students choose to bully.  Olweus is the bullying prevention 

program that will be implemented in all RCPS middle schools in fall 2011. 

Restorative Justice for 9th graders 
Restorative Justice is a process for repairing harm that has been done. It utilizes the following 

best practices: Peer Mediation, Conflict Resolution, Non-Violent Communication, and Group 

Conferencing (also known as Restorative Justice Circles). Ideally, restorative practices can be 

implemented throughout the entire school setting, including individual classrooms, 

counselorsõ offices, extracurricular groups, and faculty meetings. Because restorative 

practices develop positive social skills in all participants, the program is effective in creating a 

positive school climate and long-term culture change. Research supports that restorative 

practices have been instrumental in reducing suspensions, expulsions, and out-of-school 

placements (i.e. alternative schools). Aligning with the grant objective to reduce instances of 
bullying by developing student ambassador program, providing staff training in regards to 

bullying prevention/intervention and implementing an evidence-based bullying prevention 

program, the STARS Community Partnership proposes that Rockdale County Public Schools 

implement restorative practices in every 9th grade academy system-wide.  


